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ey his Sulievwin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, 

Sm available by the Commonwealth Siatis uilclan, cf unemployed persons in 
Gus sensland wno were in receipt of Commonw-alth un 1empLoyment benefit at the end of 
Jone, 1947. The information covers only those persons actually in receipt of 
wunsmploymens benefit, no acccunt bein if taken of thnse whose applications for 
vensfit are awaiting consideration or those who dn rot apply for benefit, The 
figures given, uherefors, Gre oly, await Ol. eOtaiL unemployment , although the 
proportions due to the various causes and in the various industries are broadly 
applicable to the total. Persons receiving sickness or special benefits are also 
excluded. 


Companisea with Previous Monihs. 
Tae ue figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 
yy yt ra oS pak n ie ia} Pe pi r Zz : Yad 
benefit we 5,102 males and 129 females, the total of 5,231 being 4,361 less 
mean Lhe peek figure of ee for February, but 551 over October, 1946, 


End. of Month. Males. Females: Total. 

1946 - October ae hig ies 86 2, 900 
November 26 96 3,070 94. 5,664 
December 0° 28 yond 168 6,159 

1947 —- January 20 a. 7 5262 228 7,490 
February eo _ 7,094 198 75092 

March ob o- 6,505 184 6,689 

April 03 ee 4,698 149 4,847 

May ot te Dyno 151 4,086 

June | oe oe 5,102 129 3204 


The figures fnr the early months of 1947 were considerably 
ar fected by seasonal ie neha Februery recorded the highest number cn 
Bee ognent benefit for this season; and, as seasonal industries continued 
ro-employing displaced eee tne number on benefit at the end of June, 1947, 
fell to the lowest level reccrded since October, 1946. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of 
June was 129, compared with 151 for May, The Brisbane District figure, 37 was the 
highest figure recorded for any one district for the month. Bundaberg District 
had 19 females drawing unemployment benefit at the end of June, Mackay 16, and 
icockhampton and Townsville 13 each. The balance of 51 was distributed throughout the. 
wesu Of the State, 


Causes of aaa ne are given below for the months of 
October, February (the peak month) , May, and June, together with the increase or 


@eerease during June for each cause, 
Increase (+) 
e ( 


Cause of Unempinyment. October, February, May, June, or Decrease 
1947, io47. 1947. ~ in June, 
Medical unfitness for type 
of work, work too hea we 109 100 : 74 (2 - 2 
Inefficiency, incompetence ., 112 144 96 97 + 4 
Ustablishment closed, reduction 
en -S'bad fT se a 491 854 585 507 - 76 
Renlaced by re-instated 
"servicemen ae “s 116 1 76 67 - 9 
Shortage’ of materials oe 130 252 iS 142 - 47 
weasonal werk and weather 
conditions os ne 276 3,027 deeoeay 729 - 452 
Casual work bo ws 4.95 958 650 566 ~ 84 
Discharged or laid off for 
cther reasons es pie 438 514 216 247 =e oa 
Quitted because work too heavy, . 
medically unfit, etc. oA 251 4.40 O75 005 - 18 
Ouitted for other reasons .:; den 524 242 LEY: - 65 
Not previously employed +» _ 525 «4B B87 
Ze S18)6) Jone. #086 201 = 855 
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The number of persons drawing uncmployment benefit in May due to 
the seasonal nature of their work decreased in June by 452, with smaller decreases 
for other causes, with the exception of "Medical unfituess for type of work" and 
Piner ficiency , incompetence" , for whi.ch the numbers were practically unchanged, 
The peak of seasonal unemployment for the State was passsed in February, although 
it was March before the northern sugar districts recorded their highest figures; 
and the decreases in these istricts, particularly in Mackay, Innisfail and Cairns, 
auring May accounted for 579 of the 452 decrease in seasonal unemployment. The 
mevements are illustrated in the following statement which shows the number of 
persons drawing benefit in on district in October, 1946, the number in the 
month up to June 1947 which showed the highest 1] Jevel of unemployment, and the 
number in June 1947, together with the increase from October 1946 to the seasonal 
peak, and the subsequent decrease. I% was pointed out in the last issue of this 
bulletin that, at the end cf Mav, some of the northern districts (particularly 
Mechay, Innisfail, and Cairns; still had a substantial pool of seasonally 
displaced labour = iting for re-absorption. The follewing statement shows that by 
the end of June practically all Reese ‘icts had re-ebsorbed the displaced labour and 
that unemployment was back ee x beiow, the October 1946 level. The outstanding 

exceptions were Bundaberg (a ye she numbers Se ed to increase again in May 1947, 
after falling to 388 in April eee with (OT an Octever, 1946) , and Mackay 
(where the June 1947 number was 389 compared ee 229 in October, "4946) . In these 
two ee ce S the sugar season was not fully operating a* the ate of June, and the 
Pigines wall fall jn tater months. 


Peak of Seasonal Increase Decrease 

District. October,  Unemolowrent 40° June, October Peak to 

1946. aighe , 1947. sor to Peak. "June. 
Brisbane .. 1,404 2,065 (Feb. ee i,o08 664 707 
Ipswieh xe 154 190 see 46) 69 36 mbes 
Gympie es at 30 (Feb. 1947) 2 9 18 
Maryborough £2 pod (eam. 1947) 79 o4. 142 
Bundaberg .. od 595 (Jan. 1947) 469 495 gels 
Toowoomba ,, 94 177 (feb, 1947 LO 835 76 
Warwick a 20 42 (Dec. mtd 15 aS) 27 
Roma he 10 24 (Dec. 1946) 9 14. BS) 
Charleville , 4A. 75 (Dec. 1946) 26 ml 4.9 
Rockhampton 345 1,462 (Jan, 1947) 252 ae a cee 
Emerald a i 10 (gan, ee S 9 6 
Lengreach ., 12 117 (Dec. 1946) 26 105 O1 
Mackay Ae 229 861 (Mar. 1547) 589 632 472 
Ayr ae AG 235 (Feb. 1947) ies 925 222 
Townsville .. tey 616 (Mar. 1947) 94. 489 522 
Ingham oe 7 449 (Mar. 1947) 15 433 42.5 
Innisfail o. alts 368 (Mar. 1947 56 B55 oie 
Cairns ss 77 599 cae ae ry 522 72 
Charters Towers 69 182 (Feb, 1947) 86 113 96 
Atherton «ec 30 78 (Mar. 7.947) 2 48 5S 
Hughenden ey 3 52 (#eb, 1947) 9 49 43 

Total State 2,900 vyoge (Bebs 2947) 3,234 4,692 4,361 


€auses by Districts. 


ton Division numbers are the highest, they revrescnt 
a proportion of the distr gulation slightly less than the State average. 
Co:nparison of the rates pex 49,900 population snows the highest figure for the 

fo ;th-east coastal chee followed closely by the north coast sugar areas from 
Mackay to Cairns. The Downs and south-west, as usual, showed easily the lowest 

rate, due to the almost complete absence of seasonal unemployment in this area. 


The attacied table (No. 1) shows the main causes of unemployment in 
each district. Although t fore 
1 STS) 


ne 
at 
vv 
~s 
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industries by Dictricts. 


Table No. 2 shows the industries in which those drawing benefit are 
normally engaged. Agricultural, pastoral, and dairying industries have the 
es total (18 per cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit), and the 

ulk of this is in sugar farming areas, This is followed by food and drink 
Past snsen (largely ee and sugar mills) , and building and construction, The 
largest decreases compared with May were in BG aE mine al, pastoral and dairying 
s.custrios (890 to 580), 2 and fcod and drizk factories (670 to 462). A large 

crease occurred during Juns in persons wno had been unemployed since they were 

eee nee from the Armed Services, who numbercd 129 compared with 172 in May. 
The number unemployed for this reason reached its peak in February last at 358. 
Unemployed persons from the building and construction industry had fallen from 
698 in March to 458 in Junc., 


The most significant changes in June in districts were decreases 
in unemployment amongst agricultural field worksexs and sugar mill workers in 
aed Innisfail, and Cairns; in food factory (principally meat works) workers 
r Rockhampton; and in building and cone sructi on workers in Rockhampton and all 
Ae northern sugar districts. in Brisbane, Marybcrough, and Charleville there 
were increases in unemployment amonzst “el aes and construction workers. 
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